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Response to Restriction Requirement 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed March 26, 2003, Applicants submit the 
following election along with a one-month extension of time. 

In the March 26, 2003 Restriction Requirement, the Examiner divided the claims into the 
following groups: 

I. Claims 1-8 and 10-12, drawn to a method for making a medicament possessing an extended 
half-life in vivo by administering various heterocycle compounds. 

II. Claims 14-30, drawn to a method for extending the half-life in vivo by administering various 
heterocycle compounds. 

III. Claims 31-44, drawn to therapeutic pharmaceutical compositions useful for providing an 
extended medicament half-life in vivo containing various heterocycle compounds. 



Applicants elect Group II, claims 14-30, with traverse. While Applicants understand that 
the claims of Groups I-III are patentably distinct, Applicants respectfully submit that the claims 
of Group II and Group III can be searched together without placing an undue burden on the 
Examiner. For example, searching, e.g., claim 29 of Group II would begin to provide a search 
for the claims of Group III. Claim 29 recites a method where a compound of formula I and an 
esterase inhibitor are administered in a single dosage form. Claims of Group III are to 
compositions including a compound of formula I and an esterase inhibitor. Because the nature of 
a search for claim 29 would likely overlap with a search required for the claims of Group III, 
Applicants submit that the Examiner would not be unduly burdened by examining the claims of 
Group II and Group III together. Reconsideration of the grouping of the claims and of the 
Restriction Requirement with regard to Groups II and III is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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